Girlhood in the Germany of the Kaiser
in a political demonstration. And it was for an
excellent cause. Of course we were very young and
inexperienced and hardly realized what we were
doing.
The voting laws of Prussia before the World War
were revoltingly unjust. The electorate for the diet
was divided into three classes, along property lines.
The most wealthy, few in number, controlled the
largest number of seats ; the second class, those of
medium wealth, held a good number of seats. Those
who owned no property, although they formed the
overwhelming majority of the population, had the
smallest number of seats. The vote was indirect.
One could vote only for electors who appointed the
members of the diet for their " class." The system
was calculated to maintain the rule of the remnants
of feudalism and of the owners of heavy industry in
this most important part of Germany. All demands
for reform were refused.
The left parties in Prussia decided to demonstrate
against this monstrous law. Most of us were not of
suffrage age, but there was no question about our
participating. The first of these demonstrations was
a parade, and since it was held on the outskirts of
the town, the masses of workers who came were
not disturbed by the authorities. The next demon-
stration was to be a parade in the city itself. The
Prussian police promptly prohibited it. The sponsor-
ing organizations insisted that the citizens had a
right to the streets and that the parade would be
held. My group was naturally in the line of march.
It was then that we made our first acquaintance with
the old Prussian police truncheon.